OUT   OF JOINT
reforms, the dread that one day they might only have one million
pounds instead of two, and the wish, for these reasons, to see the
zone of Fascist doctrine and methods spread as wide as possible,
even to England.
This foreign policy, actually pursued though never admitted,
seems to me to have one mortal weakness — it is not foreign
policy. For what is foreign policy? It is the adjustment of your
relations with other states in such a way as to ensure the prosperity
of your state in peace and its safety in war.
But the policy that has, in actual practice, been pursued seems
to me not to be dictated by those paramount British interests —
but by class antagonism and property sense.
There is, somewhere in the world, a state that has tampered
with the laws of class and property. There is another state, there
are two or three other states, which are or appear to be antagonistic
to that state. Therefore you support them and do everything you
can to make them great and weaken that third, outcast state.
That is not foreign policy, but an old and familiar domestic
policy. But where does it lead if you happen to be much weaker
in arms than those states that you are supporting, and if you
happen to possess the very things they want — pride of place in
the world, colonies and dominions, control of the seas?
It leads you to the point where, as you have abandoned your
potential allies to them, you will not be strong enough to resist
their demand for these things, when you must surrender these
possessions to them, and co-ordinate your home politics with their
wishes. Then you will have reached your heart's desire, you will
have been able to suppress all those people in your own country by
whom you fear to be disturbed in your own private possession of
wealth and privilege, in your game of shut-eye to housing and
health conditions in England. But that is not foreign policy; it is
home policy. In the outer world you will have sacrificed your ,
place and your territory to your hatred and fear of any awakening
of the social conscience at home. You will have made England
safe for slums, derelict areas, two million unemployed. But other
people will be managing your overseas possessions for you.
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